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Frank RUTTENS 
Account Manager, AGFA 
 

Frank graduated in Chemistry from the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium in 
1983 and obtained his PhD in 1988 (Molecular Dynamics and Spectroscopy lab of 
Prof. F. De Schryver). After one year of military service (obligatory at that time) he 
started working at Agfa-Gevaert in the former Electrophotography group, exactly 25 
years ago now. He soon joined the Analytical department, and that is where he still is 
today. He has been responsible for the Physicochemical and Colloïdal analysis labs. 
In 2010 he was asked to represent Agfa's open innovation initiative Agfa-Labs that 
offers its R&D services to third parties. The focus is on materials and coatings 
research, fields where Agfa-Labs has acquired certain unique competences that can 
bring added value to small and large companies in an industrial environment. 
 

 
 

 

Iñaki SAN SEBASTIAN 
Deputy Managing Director, Tecnalia 

 

Iñaki San Sebastian is an industrial engineer from the University of Navarra (1989) 
and in 2007 he received a Master Degree in Business Management (MBA-Executive) 
at the University of Deusto. After 17 years working at Fatronik, in 2008 he became 
General Manager. Two years later, Fatronik merged into Tecnalia to create the 
largest RTO in Spain and he was appointed Deputy Managing Director. Throughout 
his professional career he has belonged and belongs to several relevant national and 
international committees related to the design and strategy of Science and 
Technology Systems. Since 2010, he has been a member of the Executive 
Committee of EARTO, the European Association of Research and Technology 
Organizations, amongst others.  

 
 

 
 

Marc SCHILTZ 
Secretary General, Fonds National de la Recherche, Luxembourg 
 

Marc Schiltz holds a PhD in Physics (Crystallography) and an Executive MBA from 
INSEAD. He has been active in research and higher education for more than 18 
years and is a recognised scientist in his field of expertise. Drawing on his 
international experience, he has developed a thorough expertise in strategic research 
management and organisation. Since 2011, he has headed the National Research 
Fund, which is the central agency for promoting and funding research activities in 
Luxembourg. In this role, he has significantly contributed to enhancing the quality of 
the Luxembourg research system and to building bridges with the private sector as 
well as with the international scientific community. 
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Christopher SHILLING 
Innovation Agent, The Florin Partnership 

 

Christopher Shilling is an independent consultant providing innovation project 
management and planning services to pharmaceutical and medical device 
companies, and Public Private Partnerships. 
In 1997, Christopher joined Pfizer’s Global R&D division, leading knowledge and 
information systems projects to support senior management, drug R&D teams and 
two large mergers. He became an independent consultant in 2007, and has 
managed innovation and business planning projects for a range of start-ups, SMEs, 
large companies and PPPs. Following a year-long engagement in 2010 for Novartis’ 
Pricing & Reimbursement global group, Chris has continued to provide research 
services to Akceso Advisors in the field of drug pricing, reimbursement & market 
access. He is also a consulting advisor to i2e Consulting, leader in developing 

business apps for mobile devices. Chris chairs EIRMA’s Programme Planning Committee. 
 
 

 
 
 

Alexander SVEJKOVSKY 
CFO, AIT - Austrian Institute of Technology 

 

Alexander Svejkovsky has been the CFO of the AIT Austrian Institute of Technology 
since 2008. AIT is the largest RTO in Austria and focuses on infrastructure 
innovations. He is responsible for controlling, accounting, treasury, IT, purchasing, 
investment management and national and EU research funding. He previously 
worked as an executive consultant for industry and non-profit organizations and as a 
controller in the IT and transport automation sector (Alcatel). 
Alexander Svejkovsky holds a Master’s degree in Business Administration 
(marketing, foreign trade financing) from the Vienna University of Economics and 
Business and completed executive trainings at MIT, St. Galler Business School and 
UC Berkeley. 

 

 
 

Georges THIELEN 
Manager for the Winter Technology Programs, Goodyear Innovation Centre 
 

After having obtained a doctorate in Polymer Chemistry from the University 
of Hannover, Georges Thielen has held multiple positions at Goodyear. Currently, he 
is Manager for the Winter Technology Programs at the Goodyear Innovation Centre. 
Previously, he gained extensive experience in R&D management, helping Goodyear 
develop its external expert network in Europe. He is also President of the 
Luxembourg Materials Cluster and Member of the Board of the Luxembourg Institute 
of Science and Technology. 
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Christos TOKAMANIS 
Head of Unit Advanced Materials and Nanotechnologies, DG R&I, European 
Commission 

 
Christos Tokamanis is trained as a chemical and material engineer and holds a degree in 
Business Administration. He has been working in the research field of advanced materials, 
new production systems and transport technologies. He has been, for 5 years, Head of 
Unit responsible for Sub- Priority 6.2 “Sustainable Surface Transport” in the FP6 Specific 
Programme “Integrating & Strengthening ERA”. In 2004, he was appointed responsible for 
the Unit “Products, processes, organisation” renamed “New generation of products” within 
Directorate “Industrial Technologies” of DG R&I. In 2008, he took on responsibility for the 
“Nano- Sciences and Nanotechnologies” unit. As of January 2015, he has led the unit 
“Advanced Materials and Nano Technologies” of the same Directorate renamed “Key 
Enabling Technologies”. 
 

Picture Copyright: FFG / Karin Gartner 
 

 
 

Frank TREPPE 
Director Corporate Strategy and International Affairs, Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft 
 

Frank Treppe joined the Fraunhofer Institute for Production Technology in 1982. 
Since then, he has served in various managing positions at different Fraunhofer 
Institutes and companies in Germany and in the United States.  
Frank Treppe is now member of Fraunhofer's top management team in Munich. As an 
Associate Member of the Board and Director Corporate Strategy and International 
Affairs of Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, he is in charge of Fraunhofer's strategic business 
development. In this capacity, Frank Treppe has a wide range of domestic and 
international responsibilities. In addition, he is Member of the Board of EARTO, as 
well as the Vice President of its Steering Committee, and he serves as evaluator in 
the technology programs of the European Commission.  

 

 
 

Klaus TRÖMEL 
Director General, Head of Operations, European Investment Bank  

 

2014- present: Head of Lending Operations - Director General 
2011-2014: Director General, Risk Management Directorate 
2007-2011: Director, Head of the Transaction Management & Restructuring 
2000-2007: Head of Division Project Finance & EIF, Credit Risk Department, Risk 
Management Directorate 
1989-1999: Loan Officer UK/North Sea, Directorate for Lending Operations in 
Europe; focus on transport, oil & gas and project finance 
1988-1989: Trade & Pre-export Finance Officer, Credit des Bergues, Geneva, 
Switzerland 
1985-1987: Analyst, Hewlett-Packard European Headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland 
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Charlina VITCHEVA 
Director Smart & Sustainable Growth & Southern Europe, DG REGIO, European 
Commission 
 

Charlina Vitcheva has been a director at the European Commission, Directorate 
General for Regional Policy since April 2009. As of 2014, she is Director for the 
Competence Centre for Smart and Sustainable Growth and the Implementation of 
the EU Cohesion Policy in Spain, Portugal, Italy and Malta, Cyprus and Greece. 
In her previous posts, she has been responsible for the Competence Centre for 
Inclusive Growth, Urban and Territorial Development and the implementation of the 
EU Cohesion Policy in Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland and 
Sweden. 
Prior to her posts in the Commission, she was Director of the European Integration 
and International Cooperation Directorate at the Bulgarian Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food. 

 
 

 

Urban WASS 
Senior Vice President Research & Innovation Policy, Volvo Group 
 

Urban Wass is Senior Vice President, Research & Innovation Policy at Volvo Group 
Headquarters. He is responsible for driving and formulating research and innovation 
strategies as well as maintaining a contact net that includes academia, funding 
agencies and relevant governmental bodies. In addition, he chairs the Volvo Group 
Research & Innovation Committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Falk WOTTAWAH 
Head of Visioning & Scouting, Siemens Corporate Technology 

Falk Wottawah studied research in biophysics at the University of Würzburg, the 
University of Texas at Austin, and the University of Leipzig between 1998 and 2006. 
He got his PhD in 2006 and worked for Siemens Management Consulting as 
Consultant and Project Manager until 2012. In 2012, he became Project Manager for 
Siemens Corporate Technology, Central Projects. Since 2012, he has been Head of 
Visioning & Scouting for Siemens Corporate Technology, Technology & Innovation 
Management. 

 

 

14         EARTO & EIRMA Annual Conference 2015       



FACING
THE INNOVATION
CHALLENGE

PRACTICAL DETAILS
Dates	 April 28-29, 2015
Venue	 Alvisse Parc Hotel | 120, route d’Echternach | L-1453 Luxembourg
Parking	 Free parking provided by the hotel

GALA DINNER
The Gala Dinner will be held on April 28, 2015 at 19:30 pm at the Cercle Cité | 2, rue Genistre | L-1623 Luxembourg.

A bus transfer will be organised from Alvisse Parc Hotel to Cercle-Cité: meeting point at 18.30 in the hotel lobby. A guided 
tour will be organised during the trip.

A bus transfer will be organised after the Gala Dinner to the Alvisse Parc Hotel: meeting point at the Gëlle Fra at 22:00.

Coming by car, the Parking Saint-Esprit (paid car park) is located near the Cercle Cité.

Taxis can be hired from rue Notre-Dame or in front of POST Luxembourg, 25 Rue Aldringen, L-1118 Luxembourg. Taxis can 
be also booked by phone: TAXIS COLUX +352 48 22 33, BENELUX TAXIS +352 80 02 51 51, CITY TAXIS +352 48 00 58.

CONTACT
For any questions, please contact us at:
info@earto-eirma-luxembourg2015.eu
+352 42 59 91 - 22 92 or +352 621 26 85 65 Parc Hôtel Alvisse**** SA
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